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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRUSSELS 18437 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS:SWEL, UK, BE, LU 

SUBJECT: SOCIAL SECURITY AGREEMENT WITH BELGIUM 

REF: STATE 220782 

1 . REFTEL NOTED THAT THE SOCIAL SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION IS STUDYING THE POSSIBILITY OF PROPOSING 

THE NEGOTIATION OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE HOST GOVERNMENTS 
OF ADDRESSEE POSTS AND THE US. IN THIS CONTEXT, REFTEL 
MENTIONED ON AN FYI BASIS POSSIBLE TRIP TO EUROPE THIS 
FALL. 

2. EMBASSY AND RESIDENT AMERICAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
VERY MUCH WELCOME THE PROSPECT OF AN EARLY SSA TEAM 
VISIT. AS SOON AS CURRENT DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN LOCAL 
BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES ON INTERIM 
SOCIAL SECURITY AND INCOME TAX RELIEF HAVE PASSED 

A CRUCIAL STAGE, EMBASSY WOULD BE PLEASED TO BROACH 
THE SUBJECT TO BELGIAN AUTHORITIES. OUR BEST GUESS IS 
THAT A GOB DECISION IN PRINCIPLE ON INTERIM RELIEF 
SHOULD BE FORTHCOMING IN A MATTER OF WEEKS. WE WILL 
KEEP DEPARTMENT AND SSA INFORMED. CHAMBERS 
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